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Rationale 

The purpose of this Policy is to provide information and guidance to ensure the wellbeing and 

protection of Youth in our membership.   This is in keeping with The Plainsmen Harmony Singers’ 

commitment to maintain high standards of personal conduct and to provide a wholesome 

environment for its activities in order to support and sustain The Plainsmen Harmony Singers’ good 

name and reputation in the community. 

The Board accepts its responsibility under NZ legislation for playing a role in the prevention and 

identification of youth abuse. 

Purpose 

The Plainsmen Harmony Singers are committed to modelling and providing a safe environment, free 

from physical, emotional, verbal and sexual abuse. 

The Plainsmen Harmony Singers recognise the important role and responsibility that all members 

have in identifying and responding to suspected abuse and in responding appropriately to concerns 

about the wellbeing of Youth members. 

Definition 

“Youth” is defined by BHNZ as those members who are 25 years and under. However, for the 

purposes of this Youth Policy a “Youth” is defined as any member or prospective member of The 

Plainsmen Harmony Singers who is less than 18 years old or still at school. 

Members’ responsibility 

It is the responsibility of every member of The Plainsmen Harmony Singers to be aware of the 

impact that his or her conduct may have upon the Youth who may be present at any activity.  It is 

also the responsibility of every member to bring to the attention of any member whose conduct at 

any activity may seem inappropriate, the need to correct the situation immediately. 

Key elements of the Youth policy will be included in the Induction material presented to all new 

members of the chapter. 
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Chapter membership 

Youth may become members of The Plainsmen Harmony Singers. Where membership is to be 

extended to a Youth, as a condition to the approval of the membership 

1. The Youth’s parent or guardian must give written consent to the Youth becoming a member 

of The Plainsmen Harmony Singers. 

2. The Youth’s parent or guardian must agree to be responsible for all financial obligations of 

the Youth to the Chapter. 

Youth membership rate 

Membership fees for Youth members are set by the AGM each year and include their subscription to 

BHNZ. 

Supervision 

Individual members will be regularly identified by the Vice President Membership who display good 

rapport with the Youth in The Plainsmen Harmony Singers.  They will be encouraged to actively 

support Youth in their involvement in The Plainsmen Harmony Singers. 

Where an ensemble involving Youth members is formed within the chapter, the Board may appoint 

a Management Committee to be responsible for oversight of that ensemble. Any Management 

Committee appointed will include a person responsible for the supervision and pastoral care of the 

members of the ensemble. 

Parents or Guardians group 

Two-way communication between The Plainsmen Harmony Singers and the parents or guardians of 

our Youth is vital for the well-being, support and protection of the Youth members.  At least one 

parent or guardian for each Youth is to be enrolled in the Plainsmen Parent group to receive email 

communications concerning relevant chorus activities.  Email and phone details are to be recorded 

on The Plainsmen Harmony Singers’ website. 

Alcohol 

Alcohol will not to be supplied to any Youth at any function attended by The Plainsmen Harmony 

Singers. 

Youth protection 

Guidelines and processes for the protection of the Youth in The Plainsmen Harmony Singers are 

included in the following three addenda: 

 ADDENDUM 1:  Definitions of abuse  

 ADDENDUM 2:  Prevention of possible abuse 

 ADDENDUM 3:  Response to an allegation of abuse 
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Confidentiality and Information sharing:  

The Privacy Act 1993 and the Children, Young Persons and their Families Act (CYPF) 1989 allow 

information to be shared to keep Youth safe when abuse or suspected abuse is reported or 

investigated. 

Responsibilities of Membership VP 

• Obtain and retain in the Chapter files a signed parent/guardian consent and agreement form for 

each Youth member. 

• Facilitate an annual training workshop which will ensure that the board members have the 

competency to identify and manage actual or potential abuse and empower them to keep our 

youth safe. 

• Providing support and advice to members regarding the Youth policy. 

• Undertaking regular reviews of Youth protection practices.  
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ADDENDUM 1:  Definitions of abuse 

Recognising abuse – some indicators 

 

Some definitions of abuse 
  
Physical Abuse  
 
Physical abuse is a non-accidental act on a youth that results in physical harm.  
 
Emotional Abuse 
  
Emotional abuse is anything that causes mental anguish :  fear, shame, humiliation, indignity, 
powerlessness. e.g. Verbal intimidation; humiliation; sarcasm; threats of physical harm; favouritism; 
belittling another’s culture 
  
Sexual Abuse  
 
Sexual abuse is any sexual behaviour whether implied or actual, which is inappropriate or offensive. 

 

 

Source: These definitions are sourced from How Can I Tell? published by Child Matters   

www.childmatters.org.nz 

The Children,Young Persons and their Families Act, 1989 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.childmatters.org.nz/
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ADDENDA 2: Prevention of possible abuse  

 

Personal interaction between adults and individual youth has the potential to create an unsafe 

environment.  For the protection of everyone involved it is strongly advised that members adopt a 

three-person or "rule of 3" policy for all Plainsmen activities involving youth and adults such as 

private coaching sessions, or transport to or from activities. 

  

Humour will be appropriate for the youth of The Plainsmen. 

 

The Plainsmen acknowledges the board’s responsibility in providing a safe environment for all 

members including its youth. 

The board will attend a training workshop which will ensure that they have the competence to 

identify and manage actual or potential abuse and empower them to keep our youth safe.  

This training will ensure that board members: 

1 Are conversant with the  Youth  Policy 
2 Understand youth abuse and the indicators of youth abuse  
3 Understand the standard of adult behaviour expected of adults in relation to youth  
4 Understand how to minimise the risk of youth abuse 
5 Understand the process once youth abuse is identified or suspected  

 

 

Supporting Documents 

 

 Safer Organisations Safer Children – Guidelines for child protection policies to build safer 
organisations 

 Vulnerable Children Act 2014 

 Health and Safety Reform Bill 

 Oranga Tamariki Act 1989 

 The various indicators of different types of abuse that can be found here: 
http://www.childmatters.org.nz/56/learn‐about‐childabuse/recognise‐the‐signs 

 www.safeguardingchildren.org.nz 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.childmatters.org.nz/56/learn‐about‐childabuse/recognise‐the‐signs
http://www.safeguardingchildren.org.nz/
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Addendum 3 Response to an Allegation of Abuse 

 

This document outlines the process to be followed if an allegation of abuse is made which involves a 

member of The Plainsmen Harmony Singers. 

Principles: 

1. The safety of any young person is paramount. 

2. The privacy of all those involved in any allegation is to be maintained as far as possible subject to 

the requirement in 1. above and the need for any authorities to investigate the allegation. 

3. It is not the task of any officer of The Plainsmen who becomes involved subsequent to the 

allegation being made to actually investigate the veracity of the allegation. 

4. Caregivers of the young person involved are to be informed that an allegation has been made 

and of the process that is being followed. 

Actions: 

When it is suspected that any abuse of a young person in The Plainsmen has been carried out by 

another member, it must be immediately reported to the President and/or the Vice President 

Membership. The President or Vice President Membership is then responsible for carrying out the 

following steps. 

1. Ensuring the immediate safety and support of the alleged victim. 

2. Informing the care giver(s) of the alleged victim that the allegation has been made and the 

actions that have been taken. 

3. Requiring the alleged perpetrator of the abuse to stand down from active involvement in any 

Plainsmen activities until the investigation has been completed. 

4. Notifying the authorities (Oranga Tamariki and/or the Police) that the allegation has been made. 

5. Documenting the information received concerning the allegation and the actions taken. 

 


